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BASIC-ABSTRACT: 



Pretreating compsn. for cleaning clothes before dry cleaning 
comprises non-ionic surface active agent (I) of ethylene oxide 
adduct type having HLB of 14+-2. 

(I) is pref. a cpd. of formula R-X- ( (C2H40) nH) m where X is -0-, - 
COO-, -N= or -CO-N= and R is 8-20C alkyl, alkenyl or alkylphenyl, 
m= 1 for X= -0- or -COO- or m=2 for X= -N= or -CO-N= and n is 4-35 
providing HLB of 14+-2, HO- ( C2H40- ) a ( C3H6 0) b ( C2H40) c-H where a+b 
+c= 20-150, b/ (a+c) =0 . 1-1 . 5 and a, b and c are number for providing 
HLB of 14+-2 or (IA) where x + y= 5-40, x/y=0.1-1.5 and x, y and z 
are numbers for providing HLB of 14+-2. 
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The compsn. may be blended with hydrolase (e.g. protenase, amylase, 
lipase or cellulase), hydrophilic solvent (e.g. ethanol, 
isopropanol or butyl cellosolve), bactericide or antifungal agent. 
The pretreating compsn. is sprayed or brushed onto clothes in an 
amt . of 5-50 ml/kg cloth. 
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